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Reading Social Unrest in Ottoman Istanbul beyond Historical
Generalizations

Abstract: This presentation examines the aspects of social disorder and government initiated
oppression and violence towards the communities of Istanbul across the centuries. Giving
select examples between 17th and 19th centuries, it focuses on the question of how the
Ottomans ruled the multi-ethnic and multi-religious Istanbul and how the central government
treated the non-Muslim communities of the city. Answering these questions, it challenges
historical generalizations and questions the conventional ideas in understanding Ottoman
Istanbul.
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