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The period of transition from the collapse of the Ottoman Empire to the foundation of the Turkish Republic was character-
ized by a number of processes largely guided by a narrow elite that aimed to construct a modern, national state. One of these
processes was the deliberate and planned elimination, indeed extermination, of the Christian (and certain other) minorities.
According to demographic studies, the numbers are stark: In 1912 the areas of Asia Minor and Thrace were inhabited by about
4-5 million Christians and 7-8 million Muslims; by 1923 only 250-300,000 Christians remained.

Raphael Lemkin, the legal scholar who introduced the term genocide into international law, formulated his eatly ideas on the
definition of this war crime by studying the destruction of the Christians of Asia Minor, while the distinguished Turcologist,
the late Neoklis Sarris, noted that the annihilation of the Christian minorities represented an integral element in the formation
of the Turkish Republic. As the editors of this volume conclude, and the resolution voted in December 2007 by the Interna-
tional Association of Genocide Scholars recognizing the Greek and Assyrian genocides agrees, there was a wider range of vic-
tim groups.

The last two decades have seen a massive amount of research of the genocide of the Armenian population in the Ottoman
space, some of which our publishing house has published. Much less scholarly work has been done on the genocide of the
Greeks of Asia Minor and Thrace. This volume therefore represents an effort to provide an outline and a direction of a more
extensive study of the deliberate destruction and elimination of a Greek presence that spanned over three millennia, in the
space that became the Turkish Republic.
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H petafatikn mepiodog amd v mtwon ¢ 00wpavikig Avtokpatopiag péxpt tnv i6pvomn g Tovpkikng Anuo-
kpatiag yapakmnpiletal amd pa oelpd Stadikactwv kabodnyoUpevwy Katd KUplo AGYo amd pia pkpn €Alt, mou
0TOXO Elxe TNV 0KOSOUN T VOGS 0UYXPOVOU £0VIKOU KpaToug. Mia amd autég Tig Stadikaaies NTav 1 eokeppuévn Kot
mpooxedlaopévn eaiewdm, oty ovola €§OVTWOTN, TWV XPLOTIAVIKWY (KAl OPLOHEVWY GAAWV) pelovoTTwy. Ta
otolyela MOV TPOKVTITOUVY ATIO SNUOYPAPIKEG UEAETEG WAOVY amod péva toug: to 1912 ot Mikpd Acia kat
Opakn katolkoVoav 4-5 skatoppvpla Xplotiavol kot 7-8 ekatopppla povoovApdavol. To 1923 amépewvav povo
250.000-300.000 Xplotiavol.

0 Raphael Lemkin — 8teBvoAdyog-vopik6G Tou elorjyaye tov 6po genocide (=yevoktovia) oto SieBvég Sikato —
SLAUOPPWOE TIG APYLKES LEEEC TOU TIAVW OTOV 0PLOUO AUTOV TOU EYKANUATOG TTOAEHOV Baotl{OeVog oTnV £E0VTWOT
Twv Xplotiavwov ¢ Mikpag Aciag, evw o Slakekplévog ToupkoAdyos NeokAng Zappng mapatnpnoe 6TL Quth 1
€€0A00PEVOT TWV XPLOTIAVIKWV LELOVOTHTWY ATOTEAEGE Baoikd TUAwva dnuovpylag s Tovpkiknig Anuokpatiog.
'OMw¢ emonpuaivouy oL EMPEANTEG TNG TAPOVOAS €KB0OTG, KAl CUUP®WVA UE TO TIPpOc@ATo Yn@lopa s AleBvoug
'‘Evwong Akadnpaikov yia tn F'evoktovia, Tov avayvwploe tig 'evoktovies twv EAAvwv kat Acoupiwy, To @dopa
TWV KOWOTNTWYV TOV VTN pEav BUpaTa yEVOKTOVIOG 1 TAV TTOAV HEYAAVTEPO.

Tig V0 tedevtaies Sekaetieg Exovv MOAAATAXGLACTEL OL HEAETEG TTOV gpeuvoVV T1 ['evokTovia Twv Apueviwv atov
00wpaVIKO XWPOo, OPLOUEVEG ATIO TIG OTIOIEG £X0VV KUKAO@OPTOEL aTtd TOV EKSOTIKO pag oiko. Avtibeta, Tapatn-
PELTAL OTACIUOTNTA OTNV €PEVVA YIX TNV YEVOKTOVia Twv EAAvwv ¢ Mikpag Aciag. H mapovoa ékdoon emixetpel
Vo SWOEL TO EVAVOUA VLA TIEPALTEPW KAL EKTEVEGTEPT EPEVVA TNG OKOTILUNG KATAOTPOPNS KAl EEOVTWONG TNG EAAN-
VIKNG TAPOUC{NG — TIOU HETPA TAPATIAV® ATIO TPELS XIALETIEG — 0TOV XWpPOo NG petémelta Tovpkiknig Anpokpatiag.
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