Yneopiopa Tou Tunuarog lotopiag kair Apxaioloyiag
™G DIN0oOPIKNG IXOARG ToL EBVIKOL Kal KamodioTpiakob MavemoTtnuiov AGnvav

OXETIKA ME TN HETATPOTIN PVNUEI®V TRG M. Aciag o€ HOLOOLAHAVIKA TEPEVN

To Tunua loTopiag kar Apxaliohoyiag tov EBvikoL kal KammodioTpiakoL
MNavemoTnuioL ABNVGV TTAPAKOAOLOEI UE PeYAAN avnouxia Tn cuvexiCOuevn
WETATEOTIN KopLEAiI®Y PLIAVTIVROV UVNUEY TNG MIKPAg Aciag kal TNG
KwvoTavTivoOTTOANG ¢ POLOOULAUAVIKA TEPEVN, N OTTOIA TTOAYUCATOTIOIEITA

KATA TO TEAELTAIO XPOVIKO SIACTNUA ATTO TIG TOLEKIKEG APXEG.

ApeTnpia TNG Siadikaciag avtnNg LTTNEEE O EPEIMTWPEVOS VAOG TNG Ayiag
Yopiag otn Nikaia, O OTToIOG OTEYAOTNKE PE EVTEAWG AVTIETTIOTNUOVIKO TOOTTO
Kal eTavaAerodpynoe wg 1¢api Tov IobAIo Tov 2012, AkoAoLONCE O vaOG TNG
Aviag Xopiag otnv TpamelobvTa, TO CNUAVTIKOTEPO PLIAVTIVO PVNUEIO TOUL
MOVTOL KAl O POVASIKOG HEXP! TTEOTIVOG BLIAVTIVOG POLOEIOKOG XWPEOG Ot OAN
TNV IOTOPIKA TTEPIOXI), O OTTOIOG METATPATINKE O€ T(AWI UE ECWTEPIKEG KATAOKELEG
TTOL ATTOKPELTITOLY TNV APXITEKTOVIKA KAl TIC TOIXOypa®ieg Tou. Mpooparta
AVAKOIVRONKE OTI TO EPEMTWHEVO KABOAKO TNG HOVAC XToudiov TNG
KwvoTavtivobvTioAng, N hovn PBaciAikh mov owdletal otnv TTOAN Kal peilov
KEVTOO TTAPAYWYNG XEIPOYPAPWY KATA TOLG AIVES TNG AKUAG ToL BulavTiov,
Ba oTeyaoTel yia va emavaAeITovpynoel ws Taui, Tapa TNV eEAIPETIKA KAKN
KaTaoTaon SiatneNonG Tov. ‘Evrovn eival 66 n ovlATNON YIA TNV TTPOOTITIKA Va
amoboBei  OTN  POLOOLAPAVIK  AaTpegid n  dla n  Ayia Lo@id 1nG

KwvoTavTivoLTToANG.

To Tunua lotopiag kal Apxalohoyiag ekppddel TNV SiapapTLPIA TOL YIa
TIGC TTAPATTIAV®W EVEPYEIEG, Ol OTTOIEC CLVETTAYOVTAI KATAOTPOPIKEG ETTEUPATEIS
o€ pvnueia Nén emPapuvpéva amd To XPOVO Kal BETOLY euTTOSIA OTNY EAELOEPN
TPOCRACN, TN CLVTAPNON KAl TN PEAETN TOLG. KaAei 5 TOLG APPOSIOLS SIEOVEIG
OpPYQAVIOPOULG VA TIAPEUPOLY WOTE VA TIPOCTATELOOLY ATTOTEAECUATIKA TA
AVTEQW MVNUEIQ TTOL  ATTOTEAOLYV  TTAYKOOWIO TIOANITIOTIKO  ayaBod, va
ETAVEABOLY OTN 8IABECN TNG ETTIOTNUOVIKNG £EQELVAG KAI TRV ETTIOKETTTGV KAl VA
ouvTNENOOLY He CEPACHO TWV SIEBVWV CLVONKWY KAl CLUPACEWY YIA TIG

AvVAOTNAWOCEIC.



Letter of Protest against the conversion of Byzantine churches into mosques
from the Department of History and Archaeology
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

The Department of History and Archaeology of the National and
Kapodistrian University of Athens wishes to express its concern at the ongoing
conversion of important Byzantine churches in Asia Minor and Istanbul into

maosques.

This process began with the dilapidated church of Agia Sophia in Iznik
(Byzantine Nikaia). It was restored with an inappropriate roof and began to
function as a mosque in July 2012. The church of Agia Sophia in Trabzon
(Byzantine Trapezous), the most significant Byzantine monument of the Pontic
region and the only Byzantine museum in this historic area, was the next to be
converted intfo a mosque. The fabric of the church and its wall-paintings were
hidden behind temporary structures. It was recently announced that the
ruined ‘“katholikon” of the Studium Monastery in Istanbul, only surviving
basilica in the city and a major copyists’ center for the production of
manuscripts during the heyday of the Byzantine Empire, is going to be
restored in order to serve as a mosque, despite its extremely delicate state of
preservation. There is also ongoing discussion on the possibility of converting

the Great Church of Agia Sophia in Istanbul into a mosque.

The Department of History and Archaeology protests against this
process. Conversion causes serious damage fto monuments which are
already frail, limits free access and hinders conservation and study. We call on
all international organisations to take action in order to prevent further
damage to these monuments of world heritage and guarantee accessibility
to the public and the scholarly world with due respect to intfernational treaties

and agreements on the restoration and preservation of historic buildings.



