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vw n Toupkia armoteAel éva amd ta Ofpata Tou

epdavifovtal cuxva otnv kabnuepwn ewdnosoypadia, n

yvwon TG eANVIKAG KOWWVIag ylo TNV  KOLWWVLKA

TPAYUATIKOTNTO 0T yeitova eival PAA\ov meploplopévn

Kal TG mepLoodtepec dpopeg SlapeocoraBnuévn amod mAnbog

OTeEPEOTUTIWY. Mt To Adyo autdv 10 TUAUA TOUPKIKWV
Smoubwv Kat IUuyxpovwv Aclatikwv Imoudwv tou EBvikoU kot
Kamodlotplakol Mavemiotnuiov ABnvwv Slopyavwvel ylo To
akadnuaiko €tog 2025-26 celpd SLAAEEEWV TIOU E€UMIMTOUV OTN
yevikotepn Bepatikiy Toupkikn Kowvwvia kot MoAwtikr).

Ol opANTEG elvat leBvwg avayvwpLopEVoL EMLOTHMOVES Sladopwv
£L6LKOTATWY, TIPOEPXOUEVOL OTtd TOUPKLKA, EUPWTIOIKA Kol EAANVIKA
TIAVETILOTA L. OL Slalé€elg mou ameuBuvovtal TOCO OTO
okadnuaiko, 000 KoL OTO €UPUTEPO KOLWO, ETLKEVIPWVOUV OF
Bpata, OTWE O TOUPKLKOG EBVIKIOUOG OTLG KABNEPLVEG TIPAKTIKEG,
OE ouvaptnon HE TaflKEG Kal EUPUAEC TAUTOTNTEG, N VEQ
ELPNVEUTIKN Sladikacia» oto KoupSko PETWTO, TA SKAlWUOTA
TWV YUVOLKWYV KalL oL Un poucouApavikoi mAnBucopot otnv Toupkia,
n 6éon twv ZUplwv TPoodUYywWV OTIC SLAMPAYUOTEVUCELS UE TNV
Evupwnaikn Evwon, kabwg kal ta ouyxpova video games wg
£pyaAELO TTPOCEYYLONG TNC TOUPKLKAG LOTOpPLOG.

Méoa amod Tt Sladé€elg autég phodooupe va davel n ovvdeon
TWV KOWWVIKWV SLEPYAOLWV HE TIG TIOALTIKEG e€eAifelg otn yeltova,
npayua mou Ba Pondnoel to €MNVIKO KOWO VA ATOKTHOEL
obalplkoTEPN yvwaon yla thv tTeheutaia.



hile Turkey is one of the topics that frequently appear in
‘A’the daily news, Greek society ignores by and large the

social reality of the neighbor country. On the other hand
the way Greek public opinion envisages Turkey is usually mediated
by multiple stereotypes. For that reason the Department of Turkish
Studies and Modern Asian Studies of the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens will offer during the academic year 2025-26 a

lecture series with the topic Turkish Society and Politics.

Lecturers are internationally renowned academics of various
disciplines coming from Turkish, European and Greek universities.
Lectures address an academic as well as wider audience and focus
on topics such as Turkish nationalism in daily class and gender
practices, the new Kurdish Peace Process, women'’s rights and non-
Muslim populations in Turkey, Syrian refugees in Turkey-EU
negotiations and video games as tools for approaching the history

of Turkey.

We hope that these lectures will shed light to the interplay of social
and political developments in the neighbor country and help Greek

audience to get a wider knowledge of it.



[TIPOTPAMMA /PROGRAM

DOGAN GURPINAR (Istanbul Technical University)
The Meaning of Names: A Cultural and Political History of
Turkish Personal Names
Néurttn, 20 NoeguBpiov 2025 /Thursday, Novemeber 20, 2025, 18.00 -
20.00
AudBéatpo «l. Apakdmoudog» /I. Drakopoulos Conference Hall

HAMIT BOZARSLAN (Ecole des Hautes Ftudes en Sciences Sociales) /
MURAT IssI (University of Macedonia)
The Kurdish Issue in Contemporary Turkey:
The “Peace Process” in Turkey and the Burning Issue of the
Rojava/Kurdish Geography and the Search for Peace
Tpitn 9 AekeuBpiov 2025/Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 18.00- 20.00
AudBatpo «l. Apakdmoudog» /I. Drakopoulos Conference Hall



FATMAGUL BERKTAY (Istanbul University)
Women'’s Struggle for Rights is Never Ending
Tetdaptn 25 QeBpouvapiov 2026/Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 18.00-
20.00
AudBéatpo «l. Apakomoudog» /1. Drakopoulos Conference Hall

ANASTASYA ZOUMI (Game Designer & Facilitator/ Department of Turkish
Studies and Modern Asian Studies, NKUA Graduate)
“Citizen, Speak My Language”! An Educational Live Action Role
Playing Game about the History of Turkey
Acutépa 9 Maprtiov 2026/Monday, March 9, 2026, 18.00-20.00
O t610¢ Sie€aywync tg Staleéng Ba avakowwbel mpooexwe/The venue of
the lecture will be announced.

ANNA THEODORIDES (IREST - Université Paris | Panthéon Sorbonne/

iLay 6RS (Deree College- Department of Social Science)
OL Pwptoi tg NOAng oto toupKikd Kpdatog/Istanbul Rums in
Turkey:
To SiAnppa twv EAAvwv t¢ KwvotovtivoUroAng META TL§
Brawdtnteg tou 1955/The Dilemma of Istanbul Rums after the
1955 Atrocities
OUte petavaoteg, oUte €Ovikn Siaomopd. OL Pwutoi MoAiteg
népa and peovotnta / Neither Migrants Nor National
Diaspora. Rum Citizens Beyond Minority
Tetaptn 18 Maptiov 2026/Wednesday, March 18, 2026, 18.00-20.00
AudBartpo «l. Apakdroudog» /I. Drakopoulos Conference Hall

BEKEN SAATCIOGLU (MEF University)
The EU’s Governance of External Migration: Changes and
Implications for the EU’s Relations with Partner Countries
Tetdptn 1" Anpihiou 2026 /Wednesday, April 1st, 2026, 18.00-20.00
AudBatpo «l. Apakdroudog» /I. Drakopoulos Conference Hall



INEPIAHWEIX/ABSTRACTS

Néuntn, 20 NosuBpiov 2025 /Thursday, Novemeber 20, 2025, 18.00 -
20.00

The Meaning of Names: A Cultural and Political History of Turkish
Personal Names

DOGAN GURPINAR (Istanbul Technical University)

The talk examines how Turkish naming practices reflect modernity,
class mobility, and national identity. It shows that male names
often evoke nationalism and heroism, while female names
emphasize beauty and nature. Rather than a sharp break in the
1930s, naming trends evolved gradually, with each decade
producing distinct patterns. It also highlights that names function
as class markers, spreading from elites to broader society, revealing
how personal choices mirror wider social and political aspirations.

Tpitn 9 AskeuBpiov 2025/Tuesday, December 9, 2025, 18.00- 20.00

The Kurdish Issue in Contemporary Turkey

HAMIT BOZARSLAN (Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences
Sociales, Paris)

The “Peace Process” in Turkey and the Burning Issue of the Rojava

Almost all observers agree that both for the Kurdish actors and
Turkish decision-makers, the main issue of the “Process of National
Solidarity, Brotherhood and Democracy” is the issue of the future
of Rojava, a Kurdish autonomous region which emerged in July
2012 and survived until now in spite of ISIS violence, Turkish
occupations and campaigns of ethnic cleansings. What will be the
future of this region, which comprises mainly the Kurdish localities
but extends to the one-third of Syria? Will Turkey continue to exert
pressure on the Ahmad al-Cha’ara regime, composed by 18 militia



forces, to dismantle it, or will she accept to recognize it as a de
facto or de jure autonomous or decentralized part of Syria? What
will be the future strategies of the State Department and the
Pentagon, which, so far, have served as mediators between Rojava
and Damascus?

MURAT ISSI (University of Macedonia)
Kurdish Geography and the Search for Peace

This presentation provides an analysis of the historical and political
depth of Kurdish geography, organized into four primary regional
categories: The historical regions of Kurdish geography, the lost
regions in Kurdish historiography, the areas that have been
assimilated according to Kurdish historiography, and the
contemporary Kurdish geography. The central question addressed
in this section is: what is the geographic location of Kurdistan?

The discussion also includes a brief examination of the identity
struggle the Kurds have faced over centuries, as well as the
historical peace efforts that have been attempted. The
presentation evaluates the resistance and peace efforts of the
Kurdish people from a humanistic perspective, arguing that lasting
peace will not be achieved through denial, but through recognition.

Tetaptn 25 PeBpouapiov 2026/Wednesday, February 25, 2026, 18.00-
20.00

Women’s Struggle for Rights Is Never Ending
FATMAGUL BERKTAY (Istanbul University)

The inter war period in Turkey was a time of radical
transformations. In 1923 a Republic was proclaimed ending the



centuries old Ottoman Empire and the Sharia law which forbade
the participation of women in the public space. Women and their
social status were central to the reform agenda of the young
republic. Secular laws indeed made a radical change in women’s
lives providing them with civil and political rights. However,
discriminatory mentality, institutional structures and practices
resisted to change as witnessed by the remaining biases in the
secular civil and penal codes. Women’s struggle for emancipation
gained momentum after 1980’s and especially in the 90’s focused
on the demand for abolishing those biases in the law. The struggle
finally achieved its goal in 2001 when the said laws were amended
in favor of gender equality. However now, more than two decades
after this achievement and when the 100th year of the Republic is
being celebrated, women are faced with a backlash putting
secularism and women’s gained rights in jeopardy. This bears
witness to the fact that women'’s rights are always fragile and that
struggle for gaining and keeping them is a never ending process.

Acutépa 9 Mapriov 2026/Monday March 9, 2026, 18.00-20.00

“Citizen, Speak My Language”! An Educational Live Action Role
Playing Game about the History of Turkey

ANASTASYA ZOUMI (Game designer & Facilitator/ Department of
Turkish Studies and Modern Asian Studies, NKUA Graduate)

"Citizen, Speak my Language!" is an educational Live Action Role
Playing Game about a pivotal point in the history of Turkey: the
government-sponsored campaign in the 1930s which did not allow
minorities to speak their own language in public spaces. This
campaign, Vatandas, Tiirkce konus, was part of my dissertation,
"The Turkification of the urban space during the Single Party period
in large urban centers", and it also inspired the creation of this



game. The game itself does NOT use the names of the minorities or
the Republic of Turkey to make sure that participants do not bring
their existing preconceptions and notions. Participants go through
the experience of playing the game without knowing the historical
background it is based on, stepping into the shoes of fictional
characters in a scenario inspired by historical events. Afterwards,
they participate in an interactive workshop to reflect and analyze
the real purpose of the game, discussing what they had the
opportunity to learn through this experience at the end. As a non-
formal education activity, it involves a full briefing before and
debriefing/reflection after, as per the tenets of Kolb's experiential
learning theory.

Tetaptn 18 Maptiou 2026/ Wednesday March 18, 2026 , 18.00-20.00

Ou Pwpoi t™g MOAng oto cUyXpovo TOUupKIKO Kpdatog/Istanbul
Rums in Turkey

ANNA THEODORIDES (IREST Université Paris | Panthéon —
Sorbonne)

To SiAnupa twv EAAAVwv tng KwvotaviivoUmoAng HEeTd TG
Buouodtnteg tou 1955/ The Dilemma of Istanbul Rums after the
1955 Atrocities

H mapouciacn aut adopd to SIAnUuA TNG HeEOVOTNTOC TWV
EM\Avwv  tnG  KwvoTOovTVOUTOANG HETA  TIC TOPOXEG TOU
SemteuPplov 1955. 3to emikevipo authg NG epyaciag, Ba
napouclootel  BApa-fApO N KOWWVIOAOYLK)  €peuva  TOU
Tipaypatonotibnke otoug «teheutaioug Bulavtvolg»  otnv
KwvoTtavtivoUTioAn, TPOKELUEVOU VOl KOTAVONBoUV oL OTPATNYLKEG
eruBlwong mov ebapuodoTNKAV LETA TOV ZEMTEUPPLO TOou 1955 Kat
mou eival akoun eudavelc onuepa. ITn OUVEXELD, N €peuva
ocuveyiletal otnv ABrva, 6mou ot EAAnveg tn¢ KwvotavtvoumoAng



npoonabnoav va SnULOUPYACOOUV TOMOUG Kataduyng Omou
ekPpAETAL GAUEPOA O KWVOTOVTLVOUTIOALTIOUOG.

iLAY ROMAIN ORs (Deree- The American College of Greece)

OUte petavaoteg, oute €BvikA Staomopd. Ot Pwpioi NoAiteg mépa
and petovotnta / Neither Migrants Nor National Diaspora. Rum
Citizens Beyond Minority

OL Pwptoi MoAiteg, n OpBOdoEn Xplotlavik Kowotnta NG
KwvaotavtvoUmoAng, amotelolv pia WoLaitepn meplmtwon mou pag
ETUTPETIEL TRV AVAAUCH TIOAAWV OpWV TIOU XPNOLUOTOLOUVTAL OTNV
KAONUEPLVOTNTA KOl OTLG KOWWVIKEG ETILOTAMEG, ONMWG N
UElOVOTNTA, N UeTavdotevon A n Slacmopd. MNapouactdlovtag
guprApaTa amo tnv €Bvoypadikr) HoU €peuva yla Toug Pwplolg
MoAiteg, Seiyvw mw¢ aut n SleBVik KOOUOTOALTIKN KowvdTnTa
elval oTnNV MPAypaTIKOTNTA KATL TIEPLOCOTEPO QMO ML HELOVOTNTA
Kal apdLoBntel Tig cUPPATIKEG EVVOLEG TNG UETAVAOTEUONG KAL TNG
Slaomopag. Q¢ n autdoxbwv Bayevng kowotnta ¢ MoAng, ot
Pwutol MoALTeEG QVTLOTEKOVTOL OTO VA XAPAKTNPLOTOUV HETOVAOTEG
1 dlacmopd og pla KwvotavtivoumoAn nmou Bewpolv matpida touc.
AUuTO KWOLKOTIOLEL TIG EUMELPLEG TOUG ATO TOV EEPWUO ATIO ThV
MoAn  w¢  Swadlkacieg  Sloomopdg,  eunmvéovrag  €vav
EMAVATPOOSLOPLOPO TNG €vvolag TNG OLooTopAg WG KATL TOU
adopd TNV MOAN Kal MEPA Ao TNV UNOTIOEUEVN pwTokaBedpia
Tou £6voug-kpdatoug. H ouyyxpovn meplbwplomoinon Twv PwuULwv
MOAMTWV WC HMN HMOUCOUAHOVIKWY HELOVOTATWY otnv Toupkia
T(POBANUOTOTMOLEITOL TTIEPATEPW QATIO TNV LOTOPLKH OUTOKPOTOPLKNA
TOUG KANPOVOULA WG KOOUOTIOAITIKWY QOTIKWVY €AT. H HeAETn Twv
Pwuwwv NoAltwv tou mapeABovtog Kal Tou mapovtog apdlopntet
TG S10b6eS0UEVEC KATNYOPLEG OTIC KOLWVWVIKEG EMLOTAUEG KOL WG €K
ToUToU MPoodEPEL ULa Kpiolun cupBoAn otnv peBodoloyikr xprion
TOU €BVIKIOMOU amo TV akadnuaikn €peuva.



Tetdptn 1" Anpihiou 2026 /Wednesday April 1st, 2026, 18.00-20.00,
The EU’s Governance of External Migration: Changes and
Implications for the EU’s Relations with Partner Countries

BEKEN SAATCIOGLU (MEF University)

This lecture explores the EU’s external migration policy in the
period since the 2015 Syrian refugee crisis. It shows that the EU’s
approach to the crisis had far-reaching consequences both for EU
migration governance and the EU’s relations with partner countries
in the Middle East. Three practices have increasingly assumed
prevalence. The first is externalization: instead of acting upon
burden-sharing and “fair sharing of responsibility”, the EU
externalized the crisis to Turkey via the 18 March 2016 EU-Turkey
refugee deal. It also completed similar partnership agreements
with Tunisia (2023) and Egypt (2024) whereby it promised these
countries economic support and cooperation in exchange for their
efforts to control illegal migration. The second practice is refugee-
rentierism which refers to migration partner countries’ use of
refugees for the purpose of extracting economic and political
concessions (i.e., “refugee rents”) from the EU and/or relevant
international donors. The third and particularly significant practice
is transactionalism. The EU’s migration partnerships with refugee-
sending and transit countries fostered transactional ties with them,
consolidating interest-based strategic partnerships. Relatedly, the
lecture particularly assesses the changing nature of the EU-Turkey
relationship which has become overwhelmingly strategic instead of
conditionality-driven following externalization.



